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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This chapter exposes some contents of the research such as background of 
the study, statement of the problem, hypothesis of the study, purpose of the study, 
significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study, and definition of key 
terms. Each contents will be presented as below. 
1.1 Background of the Study 
 English is an important subject to study at school nowadays. It is the first 
foreign language taught to students at schools, and it is one of the subjects in  the 
national exam. By mastering English, it is hoped that students will have chance to 
familiarize with the development of technology. It is because any fields, such as 
economy, social, politics, education including English are required to have by 
future students.  
  In learning English, students have to recognize four skills such as listening, 
reading, speaking and writing. These four skills are needed by the students because 
they can improve their English language. The mastery of those skills becomes 
indication of a success in language teaching. In order to mastering those skills, 
students have to learn English componets such as vocabulary, pronunciation, 
spelling and grammar. Those components should not be taught separatedly but 
those must be taught integratedly to support the mastery of the four language skills. 
Grammar is one of the English components. As stated by  Brown (2001) 
“grammar is the system of rules governing the conventional arrangement and 
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relationship of words in a sentence”. Besides, Greenbaum (2002) said that grammar 
is the central component of language which mediates between the system of sound 
and the system of meaning. Teaching grammar has to be one of toughest tasks faced 
by a teacher. The mastery of grammar is essential to students' success on 
standardized tests, in their ability to communicate in life both in form of oral or 
writing. Tenses is one of grammar parts that should be understood in learning 
English. There are many scopes of grammar mastery such as present, past, and 
future. 
Learning English tenses such as simple past tense becomes important for 
students in learning English. Simple past tense is commonly used in English. By 
mastering it, the students can improve the four language skills and it will guide the 
students to write, read, and speak English well. Azar (1999) placed the simple past 
tense as one of the first units that has to be understood before studying the other 
units. It shows that simple past tense are used to being learned first.  
Simple past tense indicates an activity or situation happened at a particular 
time in the past, Azar (1999). In making of simple past tense sentence, the verb used 
is in the second forms verbs (regular and irregular).  In conducting teaching learning 
process, the teacher should follow the curriculum. Ideally, the students of 8th grade 
at Junior High School are conveyed to learn some tenses including the simple past 
tense. 
A research in relation to the ability of simple tense understanding has also 
been conducted by Nurhasanah (2009). In her research, she found that the score of 
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studens’ mastery in using simple past tense is the lowest among the other simple 
tenses (simple present and simple future). Besides, another research that has similar 
topic has also been conducted by Taufiq (2005) which showed the ability of 
students in using simple tenses was moderate. His finding also pointed out that 
simple past tense is the easiest tense among the three simple tenses (simple present, 
simple past, and simple future tense). The research above has different results on 
the mastery in using simple past tense. It is in line with Sudjana (cited in Jihad and 
Haris, 2009) who stated that achievement is the students’ abilities that are received 
from their learning experience. It means the students have different achievement in 
learning simple past tense. However, the writer conducted the same topic because 
there is still a problem that has not discussed yet by the researchers above, that is 
about the correlation between the learning of simple past tense and the students’ 
English achievement. Despite similarity of topic, this research discussed about the 
analysis of learning simple past tense and students’ achievement in learning 
English.  
The statement above forms the writer’s background in making a research. 
This research title is “An analysis of Learning Simple Past Tense toward Students’ 
English Achievement at 8th Grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang”. This 
research aims to analyze the correlation between the learning of simple past tense 
and students’ achievement in learning English at 8th grade students of SMP 
Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. 
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1.2 Statement of the Problem 
Based on the problem stated in the background of the study, the writer 
formulated the research question: 
Does the learning of simple past tense show a positive correlation toward students’ 
English achievement at 8th grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang? 
1.3 Hyphotesis of the Study 
In need to get the answer of the problem, the writer formulated the 
hypothesis of the study below: 
Ha : there is positive correlation between learning simple past tense and 
students’ English achievement at 8th grade students of SMP 
Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. 
Ho : there is negative correlation between learning simple past tense and 
students’ English achievement at 8th grade students of SMP 
Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. 
1.4 Purpose of the Study 
In line with the research question formulated above, the writer designs the 
purpose of the present study: 
To analyze the correlation between learning simple past tense and students’ English 
achievement at 8th grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. 
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1.5 Significance of the Study 
 The writer expects this study give significance for the teacher and reader 
and next researcher. This study will give contribution to English teacher in Junior 
High School. The finding of this study could be used as information and input for 
the teacher in teaching English. For the reader, this study is expected to give 
information about the correlation between learning simple past tense and students’ 
achievement in learning English. Last, for the next researcher who conducts 
research with the same topic, this finding could be used as the references. 
1.6 Scope and Limitation of the Study 
 The writer chooses the learning of simple past tense and the correlation with 
the students’ English achievement as the scope of study. Meanwhile the limitations 
of this study are the 8th grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. 
1.7 Definition of Key Term 
In order to avoid misunderstanding, the writer adds the following 
definitions: 
1. Simple past tense is sign of an activity or situation happened at time in the past 
(Azar, 1999). 
2. Achievement is the students’ abilities that are received from their learning 
experience (Jihad and Haris: 2009). 
This chapter has exposed some contents required to conduct a research. 
Next, in chapter II, the writer will show the literatures related to this study. 
 
